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Canada-Saskatchewan Working Group

 Made up of staff from Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada and the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture

» We are guided by a 16 member producer council who
represent a cross section of the provinces agriculture
industry



Canada and Saskatchewan are
working with producers to:

look at ways to help agriculture deal with environmental
Issues on farms

look at the issues on their own farm or those faced by a
group of producers

help them to make changes




Risks to:

 Water - nutrients, pathogens, pesticides, water supply




Risks to: s “

+ Soil - loss of soil organic |

matter, erosion caused
by water, wind or tillage




Risks to:

Biodiversity — habitat
availability, species at risk,
economic damage to




Risks to:

 Air - from dust and smoke, odors, greenhouse gas
emissions
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How do producers know what the issues are
and what can be done about them?

* Individual environmental farm plans — EFPs

» Agri-environmental group plans — AEGP



Environmental Farm Planning (EFP)

* |s voluntary and confidential

* Helps producers assess issues on their own
farm

* Helps them develop an action plan to
address identified issues
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EFP continued

This program is delivered by the Provincial Council of
ADD Boards (PCAB)

Facilitators present the EFP process in 2 workshops,
where producers are introduced to the concept, have a
chance to examine their own operations, seek technical
assistance, and develop a plan of action

EFPs are peer reviewed in an anonymous and
confidential process

An EFP certificate is issued which allows the producer
to apply to the Canada-Saskatchewan Farm
Stewardship Program
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Canada-Saskatchewan Farm
Stewardship Program (CSFSP)

* Promotes the adoption of beneficial management
practices (BMPs) through the provision of technical
support and cost-shared funding

» QOffers 30 BMP categories which address a range of
agri-environmental issues
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BMPs are defined as:

* An agricultural practice with the following key
characteristics:

- mitigates or minimizes negative impacts and risk to the
environment

- Insures the long-term health and sustainability of land
and water resources used for agriculture production

- Is practical and does not negatively impact the long-
term economic viability of producers and others in the
agriculture industry
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Agri- Environmental Group Planning (AEGP)

Allows producers to work together:

— In a geographic area such as a watershed or a
commodity group

— To choose or endorse their priority issue
— To develop a strategy

— To promote and develop practices that addresses
the issue
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AEGP continued....

* Pilot program in Saskatchewan to determine the
effectiveness of group planning

— 10 groups are involved in watershed planning with
the goal of improving water quality

— 3 sectoral or commodity based groups are
addressing issues specific to their industry
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Key Differences

 Watershed groups:

- have the predetermined issue of protecting water
quality is their main objective

- develop an action plan to assist producers in meeting
the objective

- hire a technician to work with producers to increase
awareness of the issue and to develop BMP solutions
applicable to their own farms

- ISsue a group environmental certificate number to the
producer which allows application to the CSFSP
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Differences Continued

« Commodity or ag-sectoral groups:

- deal with agri-environmental issues that are unique to
the commaodity group or ag-sector

- seek to increase awareness of the issue within the
sector

- work to increase understanding of their specific issue
- promote and/or develop BMPs
- do not issue environmental certificates
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Commodity-Sectoral Projects

-SARM (invasive alien plants) — species monitoring
and development of management plans by RMs

-Sask. Seed Potato Growers (improved pest
management) — through reduced pesticide use

- SaskFlax (reduced straw burning) - through crop
residue management practices
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Agricultural Burning - the Issue

Impact on:
- human health due to smoke and odor
- reduced soil quality through nutrient loss
- climate change from greenhouse gas emissions
- safety resulting from fire escapes and poor
visibility




" Agricultural Burning

The general message from SAF has
been:

» 10% - 15% of the population have a
respiratory condition (10% of 1 million
people =100,000)

* some people are highly sensitive
to air pollutants

 don'tburn! - but if you must, don't
impact health or safety of others
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 Recognize that flax is not the only crop residue that gets
burned

Agriculture burning continued

* Burning varies from year to year due to climatic
conditions, straw volumes and quality, and alternative
uses such as livestock requirements

* Burning is often a regional issue
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Agriculture burning continued

* Proximity to population centers or transportation
corridors exacerbates the problem

* Producers don'’t often know what their alternatives are

* Your association is working to do something about it
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SaskFlax AEGP Project

* Increased awareness of the
Issue of burning flax straw
among flax producers
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Sask Flax AEGP

* Promotion of BMP’s that encourage a reduction
in burning in the short term (88 % of flax
producers burn)

* Continued development of BMPs that allow for
value adding to flax straw and the subsequent
reductions in burning (currently only 2% of
residue is removed)
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Importance of Producer Involvement

* Producers cooperated with SaskFlax during the
demonstration phase of this project, where field trials
were conducted, looking at agronomic practices,
species selection, and harvest management and their
impact on flax straw quality
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Workshop Goals

* This workshop allows for producers to learn about
recent advances in flax straw management and to
provide input into BMP development
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What does the future hold?

* Dealing with flax straw is perceived as a barrier to
increased production by many producers

* Barriers can be reduced through the work of SaskFlax,
in cooperation with flax producers, industry,
researchers, and government partners to better
understand how to manage straw residue

* Air quality will be improved through the collective
actions of flax producers and the flax industry
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o acl winter’s day - a reminder of
flax’s beauty
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