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Our Mission 
To lead, promote, and enhance the production, value-added processing and utilization of 

Saskatchewan flax. 

 

Our Vision 
Saskatchewan Flax Development Commission, as a respected organization, leads the promotion 

of flax and flax products in the world. 

 

About us 
The Saskatchewan Flax Development Commission represents flax producers in the province of 

Saskatchewan. We invest in research, communication and market facilitation activities to further 

develop the flax industry. 

 

The Saskatchewan Flax Development Commission also works to promote production and value- 

added processing of flax in the province. We partner with the flax industry and other agricultural 

organizations to ensure quality flax and flax products worldwide. 

 

Canada is a world leader in flax production and exports. Saskatchewan is the largest producer of 

flax in Canada. The demand for flax continues to grow and we can play a leadership role. 

 

Staff 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
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Wayne Thompson, Executive Director 

Telephone: 306-664-1901 ext. 2 

Email: wayne@saskflax.com 

Anne Nerbas, Agronomist 

Telephone: 306-664-1901 ext. 3 

Email: anne@saskflax.com 

8-3815 Thatcher Avenue 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 

S7R 1A3 

306-664-1901 

saskflax@saskflax.com 

mailto:wayne@saskflax.com
mailto:anne@saskflax.com
mailto:saskflax@saskflax.com


Directors for 2020-2021 
 

Greg Sundquist (Chair) 

Box 1315 

Watrous, SK S0K 4T0 

 

Scott Sefton (Vice-Chair) 

Box 1030 

Watrous, SK S0K 4T0 

 

Jordon Hillier 

R.R. 1 Box 20 Site 1 

Southey, SK S0G 4P0 

Patricia Lung 

Box 1955 

Humboldt, SK S0K 2A0 

 

Brent Dunnigan 

Box 8 

Alameda, SK S0C 0A0 

 

Garry Noble (until of February 2022) 

Box 23 

Mossbank, SK S0H 3G0 
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Chair Report 
We all know that every year is different and this year was no 

exception. Flax crops looked clean and healthy around 

Saskatchewan. It appears that the use of new varieties and pre 

and post emergent chemicals are helping producers realize 

flax’s yield potential. Yields ranged from single digit bushel 

per acre in western side of the province to mid-forty bushels 

per acre on the eastern side of the province in areas that were 

fortunate to get timely rains. Producers were impressed with 

the yield potential of some of the new varieties and were very 

happy with the way flax straw chopped this year. 
 

However, there’s always a downside. Prices are lower 

compared to last year – still very strong compared to historic prices with brown and yellow flax in a range from 17 to 

$27/bu, and organic flax in a $50 to $60/bu range. It is uncertain where prices are going to go with both Russia and 

Kazakhstan having substantial crops. This will impact both Europe’s and China’s demand for Canadian flax. The war 

in Ukraine is having an impact on the flax market, adding both demand and price uncertainty to the market. Last year’s 

drought and high prices for other commodities have resulted in SaskFlax running a deficit in 2021-22. We are 

managing to cover our commitments to research by reducing our reserves, but if our acres and production do not 

increase our reserves will be depleted within the next two years. We are maintaining our support for the breeding 

program, reducing research commitments to match our budget and do not plan any market development activities for 

the near future. This impact on our budget has the board looking at all options to continue the development and 

expansion of flax as an important option for 
Saskatchewan farmers. 

 

In February we welcomed a new agronomist, Anne Nerbas, to assist with farmers’ flax questions. You may have had 

an opportunity to meet Anne at the field days where she made presentations on agronomy and research results. I would 

like to thank Anne for her hard work and dedication to the industry in her time with SaskFlax. 

I would also like to extend our appreciation to our board members for their hard work and dedication to the 

organization. 

 

This has been a difficult year with many tough decisions having to be made. The board has embraced these challenges 

and spent a lot of time developing a road map to move SaskFlax forward, which required a lot of effort and 

commitment. This year will see the retirement of two board members, Jordan Hillier and Scott Sefton. Thank you to 

Scott and Jordan for their time and input. Congratulations to Patricia Lung on her second term with SaskFlax. There 

are some board positions that need to be filled. If interested, please contact SaskFlax. 

 

For eight years Sask Flax has been fortunate to have Wayne Thompson as our Executive Director. His hard work, 

vision and commitment to Sask Flax will be missed as he moves on to a new endeavor. On behalf of board members 

past and present I would like to thank Wayne for his hard work, sense of humor and his ability to expand SaskFlax’s 

influence provincially, nationally and internationally. We wish him the best in his new role and will miss the orange 

that brightened up our office, board room and parking lot. 

 

I think that “man plans and God laughs” would describe our year! As a board we started out with a new strategic plan 

and a road map to implement it. Budget limitations and changes in staff pointed us in different directions with different 

priorities. Returning SaskFlax to financial stability and continuing to enhance the production, processing and 

utilization of flax is our goal. Many opportunities have presented themselves to the board and our producers. Currently 

we are in negotiations with another commission to assist SaskFlax with our personal and administrative needs going 

forward. Although this involves some tough decisions, it is also a very exciting time for SaskFlax. I believe that with 

input from our producers we will regain financial stability and be able to move forward with our vision for SaskFlax. 
 

Greg Sundquist, Chair 
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Executive Director Report 
The 2021/22 year for the Saskatchewan Flax Development 

Commission was one that saw a reduction in income and therefore a 

reduction in activity in some areas. The levy income in 2020/21 was 

down significantly from 2020/21 due to the drop in production 

because of the drought. Exports of flax to the world were also down 

for the year. The price of flax did hit record highs, but not everyone 

had production to take advantage of the opportunity. 

 
In 2021/22, SaskFlax continued to fund research that was committed 

to in previous years. In 2021/22 SaskFlax funded 20 new research projects. The largest single research activity 

was support for the flax breeding program at the Crop Development Centre at the University of Saskatchewan. 

The SaskFlax funding leveraged funding from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada using the Diverse Field Crop 

Cluster that is administered by Ag-West Bio. In 2022, the Diverse Field Crop Cluster entered in to the final year 

of the five year program. Looking ahead to the research portfolio for SaskFlax, a renewal of the Diverse Field 

Crop Cluster will be important for supporting the work of the Crop Development Centre. 

 
The events normally held by SaskFlax were changed during the year. The 2002 Annual General Meeting was 

changes to a virtual meeting and the Flax Day usually held in March was changed to online webinars. The 

webinars held found an audience and helped reach a broader audience compared to the in-person Flax Days in 

previous years. SaskFlax continued to publish the ‘Flax on the Farm’ agronomy newsletter to help flax growers 

grow a successful flax crop. 

 
Throughout the year, SaskFlax has been engaged with the Flax Council of Canada on trade issues. The trade issues 

for flax are as significant because they include new regulations from the European Union for cadmium and 

hydrocyanic acid. On January 1, 2022 China implemented new regulations for imports into China. Agriculture 

continues to see increased regulation and trade disruption despite the desire to improve trade to have better food 

security. 

 
SaskFlax worked with SaskBarley, SaskCanola, SaskOats, SaskPulse and Sask Wheat under the SaskCrops banner 

throughout the year to bring Saskatchewan grower issues and concerns to the Governments of Saskatchewan and 

Canada. The policy issues facing farmers include research funding and capacity for flax, carbon sequestration and 

taxation, fertilizer emissions, trade, export sales reporting, and water drainage. 

 
The SaskFlax Board deserves a big thank-you for the work they achieved throughout the year. Michelle’s and 

Anne’s work on flax agronomy to support farmers and the Board was invaluable. Looking ahead, SaskFlax will 

work though many changes as an organization and how it serves flax growers. This is my last annual report as the 

Executive Director, I thank the directors, staff, and flax growers for the successful year we had at SaskFlax. 

 
Wayne Thompson, Executive Director 
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State of the Industry 
In the fall of 2021, the Canadian flax crop production was 346,000 tonnes according to Statistics Canada. The 

exports at the end of the 2021/22 crop year were 219,000 tonnes. For the 2021/22 crop year production was 

estimated to be 474,000 tonnes. In 2021 the yields were below long-term averages due to drought and hot 

temperatures during flowering. Production increased in 2022 due to higher yields, but was held back as fewer 

acres were planted to flax in the spring of 2022. The fall 2022 harvest should result in good quality flax 

because it came off in good weather conditions. For the 2021/22 crop year, the USA was the largest importer 

of Canadian flax, followed by China and then the European Union. This was a change from previous years 

when China was the largest export market for Canadian flax. For the 2021/22 crop year the estimated world 

production increased with better weather. The world flax market has changed in 2022 with the war in Ukraine 

resulting in more Russian export of flax to China and steady exports of flax from Kazakhstan to the European 

Union. The demand from the USA food and petfood market has been important for Canadian exports in 

2022/23. The outlook for flax in 2023 remains to be seen as the impact of the war in Ukraine, global supply 

logistics, and possible recession will all impact the demand for Canadian flax. 
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Research Funding 

In 2021/22, SaskFlax was a funder and co-funder of 23 research projects for the benefit of flax 

producers. Current priorities for research include: agronomy, variety development, pathology, seed and oil 

value-added processing, human health, and flax for livestock and pet diets. 

 

Currently funded research 

Researcher Project Name Total Value 

of SaskFlax 

funds for 

project 

Year of 

Completion 

 Saskatchewan Variety Trials including 

experimental lines 

$18,380 2021 

Farming Smarter 2021 Flax Variety Trial $5,500 2021 

InnoTech Alberta 2021 Flax Variety Trial $5,000 2021 

BASF Saflufenacil Trials $43,724 2021 

Dr. Deyholos - 

University of British 

Columbia 

Linseed Straw Management: Pre- 

Breeding for Reduced Stem Strength 

$41,400 2022 

Indian Head 

Agricultural Research 

Foundation 

Flax response to non-traditional nitrogen 

fertilizer management strategies 

$49,840 2022 

Indian Head 

Agricultural Research 

Foundation 

Pre-Harvest Weed Control and 

Desiccation Options for Flax 

$24,457 2022 

 Saskatchewan Variety Trials including 

experimental lines 

$21,000 2022 

Farming Smarter 2022 Flax Variety Trial $7,000 2022 

InnoTech Alberta 2022 Flax Variety Trial $7,000 2022 

Gowans Edge Trials  2022 

Dr. Paterson - 

University of 

Saskatchewan 

Are components of flax neuroprotective 

again myelin degeneration? Impact of 

dietary ALA in an animal model of 

multiple sclerosis 

$287,500 2023 

J4 Agri-Science Determining the genetic control of flax 

fiber traits 

$33,919 2023 

Indian Head 

Agricultural Research 

Foundation 

Flax response to non-traditional nitrogen 

fertilizer management strategies 

$30,400 2023 

Southeast Agriculture 

Research Farm 

Reduction of Cadmium Uptake in Flax 

using Agronomic Strategies 

$29,900 2023 

Diverse Field Crop 

Cluster 

1) Development of Flax Cultivars for 

Western Canada – Dr. Bunyamin Tar’an 

2) Genomics and molecular markers to 

identify resistance genes in flax – Dr. 

Bunyamin Tar’an 
3) Germplasm assessment for low 
cadmium – Dr. Axel D7iederichsen 

$1,470,676 2023 



Dr. Fran Walley – 

University of 

Saskatchewan 

Revising the crop nutrient uptake and 

removal guidelines for Western Canada 

$14,672 2023 

Dr. Tim 

Mustsvangwa- 

University of 

Saskatchewan 

Evaluating whole flaxseed and flaxseed 

meal as energy and protein sources for 

high-producing dairy cows 

$46,169 2024 

Dr. John Stavrinides 

– University of 

Regina 

Microbe breakdown of flax straw $69,999 2024 

Dr. Bunyamin Tar’an 

- University of 

Saskatchewan 

Accelerated Breeding Strategy for Flax 

Improvement 

$86,250 2024 

Dr. Randy Kutcher – 

University of 

Saskatchewan 

Genomic and pathogenic characterization 

of Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. Lini. Cause 

of flax wilt in SK and MB 

$86,250 2024 

Dr. William May – 

Agriculture and Agri- 

Food Canada 

The Effect of Seeding Rate, Crop 

Placement, and N Rate on the Yield of 

Chickpea and Flax 

$86,200 2025 

Steve Shirtliffe – 

University of 

Saskatchewan 

Eliminating the Source of Herbicide 

Resistant Kochia 

$26,221 2025 
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SaskFlax 2021 - 2022 Payee List 

 

Board of Directors (all amounts included) 
 

Honorariums Expenses CPP Expense Total 

 
 

Greg Sundquist 6,850 1,634 137 8,621 

Scott Sefton 11,550 7,293 328 19,171 

Particia Lung 5,126 1,208 92 6,426 

Jordan Hillier 6,000 2,146  8,146 

Brent Dunnigan 4,800 2,470 84 7,354 

Garry Noble 2,250 893 76 3,219 

 36,576 15,644 717 52,937 
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Research (threshold $5,000) 

University of Saskatchewan 

J 4 Agri-Science Limited 

IHARF 

Ag-West Bio 

SGS Canada Inc 

University of Regina 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Saskatchewan Variety Performance 

Mitacs Inc 

South East Research Farm Inc 

Western Applied Research Corp. 

East Central Reseach Foundation 

Farming Smarter Association 

 

153,457 

58,160 

53,639 

32,926 

25,095 

23,333 

23,150 

20,300 

7,875 

5,780 

5,780 

5,780 

5,500 

 

Communication (threshold $5,000) 

U of S 

Canada Grains Council 

Grain Growers of Canada 

Flax Council of Canada 

Agriculture in the Classroom Sask. Inc. 

CropSphere 

Farm & Food Care SK 

 

20,000 

18,705 

11,270 

10,000 

6,000 

5,789 

5,250 

 

Administration (threshold $5,000) 

Orange Management Group Ltd. 

Ag Council of Saskatchewan 

W5 Properties Ltd 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 

Alt Hotels 

CRG Strategies 

J Beck 

Canada Post 

SaskCanola 

 

147,000 

25,682 

21,321 

16,153 

11,230 

7,350 

6,006 

5,469 

5,000 

 


